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Division of Archaeology in Nashville, where his work includes manag-
ing archaeological sites on State-owned lands and conducting excava-
tions and research. Over the past decade Aaron has been a leading
researcher in developing the archaeological study of tattooing. His
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ing tattooing tools in archaeological collections, efforts to systemati-
cally document tattoos on mummified human remains, and experi-
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co-edited the volumes Drawing with Great Needles: Ancient Tattoo Traditions of North Ameri-

ca and Ancient Ink: The Archaeology of Tattooing, and was part of research teams that identified an-
cient Native American tattooing tools including a 2,000-year old set of cactus spines from Utah,

and 5,000-year old turkey bone needles from Tennessee. He shares information about the history of
tattooing and body modification on the Instagram account @archaeologyink.



